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from the Hudspeth County Sheriff’s Of-
fice on September 5, which was 2 days
ago. This dispatch reads: At approxi-
mately 9:56 a.m., the U.S. Border Pa-
trol at Fort Hancock Station, there’s
Fort Hancock, that’s a little bitty
place with just a handful of people liv-
ing there, the U.S. Border Patrol at
Fort Hancock Station called the
Hudspeth County Sheriff’s Office re-
questing assistance from the sheriff’s
office and highway patrol with a vehi-
cle that was being pursued on Inter-
state 10. It was westbound at the 68
mile marker. So the vehicle was going
this direction, headed west. The vehicle
had crossed into the United States
from Mexico and was loaded with ap-
proximately 800 pounds of marijuana.
The vehicle was a 2006 GMC Yukon,
light gold in color. The pursuit went
into El Paso County, the next county
over, and then turned back eastbound
toward Tornillo, Texas. Hudspeth
County Deputy Keith Hughes, sta-
tioned in Fort Hancock, Texas, joined
in the pursuit. Deputy Hughes was able
to negotiate his way to the front of the
pursuing law enforcement vehicles.

The driver of the Yukon exited Inter-
state 10 and drove south on Acala Road
toward the United States and Mexican
border. Right in here, this little road.
The United States Border Patrol set up
road spikes on Acala Road. The driver
of the Yukon hit the spikes, but con-
tinued traveling through Acala Road
and Texas 20 in Hudspeth County.

Upon crossing Texas 20, the driver of
the Yukon exited the vehicle and ran
south to the United States and Mexi-
can border. Deputy Hughes and the
U.S. Border Patrol began a foot pur-
suit. The driver was captured by pur-
suing officers. During the foot pursuit,
automatic gunfire was heard from the
direction of the United States and
Mexican border. Sheriff Arvin West or-
dered the area south of the capture site
to be cleared of any persons in danger,
and to seek out and find the person or
persons responsible for the gunfire.

Once there were sufficient sheriff
deputies on the scene, Chief Deputy
Mike Doyle organized and led the depu-
ties to the border area for the search.
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After a thorough search of the border
area south of the capture site, it was
determined that the automatic gunfire
came from the Mexican side of the
United States-Mexico border. The
Hudspeth County Sheriff’s Office con-
ducted a search of the border area
alone because the agents of the United
States Border Patrol were ordered not
to engage at the border. And that is a
dispatch that I didn’t see printed in
any newspaper in the United States
about the violence, the drug dealers
and the drug cartels along our southern
border.

Mr. Speaker, it is a serious situation
on the Rio Grande River. Like I said
earlier, this is not an immigration
issue at all. This is an issue about
whether this country will secure its
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borders. I wonder whether a Nation
that won’t secure its borders deserves
to exist as a Nation. It is the duty of
our government to enforce the existing
law. We have pontificated in this House
ever since I have been in Congress
about more laws on immigration, bor-
der security, comprehensive immigra-
tion reform. Why don’t we just enforce
the laws we already have? It is still
against the law to come into the
United States without permission, re-
gardless of the reason. People from
other countries don’t believe we will
enforce the rule of law in this country.

Otherwise, they wouldn’t keep com-
ing in the United States. And many
times when they are captured, nothing
happens. Our government has the duty
to protect the people in this country
from violence of criminals coming from
other nations. Our country has the
duty to protect citizens throughout the
country from criminals coming from
other places who we call terrorists. The
next terrorist who is going to come to
the United States probably is not going
to fly over here and get off the airplane
here at Reagan, and look around and
see what damage they are going to do.
They don’t have to do that. They don’t
have to go through TSA screening. All
they have to do is come across either
our northern or southern border.

Mr. Speaker, our Federal Govern-
ment has the duty to keep the Mexican
military out of our Nation. It has no
business being here for any purpose.

Mr. Speaker, many years ago, Marty
Robbins wrote a song, a ballad about
the west Texas town of El Paso and
about how a cowboy lost his life be-
cause he was seeking the love of a
Mexican lady by the name of Feleena.
That ballad basically talks about the
Wild West along the border and how it
was violent at a time. Some things
have changed along the Texas-Mexico
border. There is some security. There
are prosperous cities on both sides of
the border. But there are other commu-
nities. These are small communities.
These are small villages where real
people live, too. Many live in fear of
their life because our border is open.
Times have changed because the type
of people coming into the TUnited
States have changed. They are not all
coming over here looking for work.
Some of them are coming over here
looking for mischief. They find that
mischief. Much of that mischief is
down there on the border where Ameri-
cans live and legal immigrants live
that are persecuted by criminals who
come in to the United States.

So violence does continue on our bor-
der. It is imperative that we under-
stand that and admit it so we can do
something about it. Denying the truth
is not a solution, but being openminded
and realizing that, Mr. Speaker, I have
only talked about two counties along
the Texas-Mexico border, El Paso
County and Hudspeth County. This bor-
der, like I said, is 1,250 miles long from
El Paso all the way down to Browns-
ville. I have traveled almost the entire
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length of it as a guest of the sheriffs
along the border. The situation is bad
along that entire area. As you travel
west through Arizona and through
California, you find the same problems
along the border, according to those
sheriffs who live there and who grew up
there.

So the obligation of our government
is to do something to protect the dig-
nity and the sovereignty of the United
States and make folks understand that
our government will protect them,
their families and their property and
keep them safe from intruders who
come into the United States no matter
what the reason, because, you see, it is
still against the law to enter the
United States without the permission
of the United States.

We need to mean it. We need to do
something about it. We need to put
more Border Patrol agents on the bor-
der. We need to use the National
Guard, and if necessary, a fence in ap-
propriate areas. It won’t work every-
where. But it will work in some places.
Where it is erected, it has worked.

We need to do whatever it takes to
make sure that the United States is a
sovereign Nation and we do not lose
this country to other folks who come
over here and are trying to take it
away from Americans and legal immi-
grants.

With that, Mr. Speaker, that is just
the way it is.

VACATING 5-MINUTE SPECIAL
ORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the 5-minute Special Order
speech of the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. POE) is vacated for today.

There was no objection.

——————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. BoyD (at the request of Mr.
HoOYER) for today on account of a fam-
ily emergency.

Mr. ELLSWORTH (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of official
travel.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio (at the request of
Mr. HOYER) for today on account of a
death in the family.

Mr. PEARCE (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of offi-
cial business.

Mr. REICHERT (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of offi-
cial business.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. ENGEL) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)
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